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California Department of Education RFEP Criteria

Reclassification is the process whereby a student is  reclassified from an English learner to Fluent English  
Proficient (RFEP). Local districts determine when the student has met the four criteria listed in Education Code 
(EC) Section 313 (f), in accordance with the California  Department of Education (CDE).
1. Assessment of language proficiency using an objective assessment instrument, including, but not limited to, 

the English language development test (ELPAC; Level 4).

2. Comparison of the performance of the pupil in basic skills against an empirically established range of 
performance in basic skills based upon the performance of English proficient pupils of the same age, that 
demonstrates whether the pupil is sufficiently proficient in English to participate effectively in a curriculum 
designed for pupils of the same age whose native language is English.

3. Teacher evaluation, including, but not limited to, a review of the pupil's curriculum mastery.

4. Parental opinion and consultation
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2023-24 Reclassification Chart
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1. Assessment of English Language Proficiency: ELPAC

● Overall Level: 4

● Oral Language: 3 or 4

● Written Language: 3 or 4

● Each Domain: 2 or 3
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Alternate ELPAC



2. Teacher Evaluation

● Collected via Ellevation:
Teacher Evaluation of 
Student Performance for 
RFEP candidate

● Not to be interpreted as 
teacher opinion

● Should be based on data
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Note: The school district is 
required to provide ongoing 
academic support for four years 
after the student reclassifies.



3. Basic Skills Relative to English Proficient Students

Students of the same age: English proficient students who are enrolled in the same 
grade as the student who is being considered for reclassification

● Performance in Basic Skills
○ Grade 2 ELA Standards
○ Smarter Balanced Assessment System (SBAC) - Grades 4-8
○ ELA District Benchmarks - Grades 3-5

● Range of performance in Basic Skills
○ Lexile Scores - Grades 2-12
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4. Parent Consultation

1. Bilingual Facilitator explains process 
to parent

2. Parent signs the RFEP meeting 
paperwork

7



8

QUESTIONS?


